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A Reviewc why are you so important to us?
A SKYWARN Spotter Safety Review

A Thunderstorm Life Cycle/Structure
I Evaluation of features

A Night Spotting
A Suggested Training Resources
A Communicating with us
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You Are Important!
The Radar Horizon Problem
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The further the radar is from the storm,

the higher in the storm it sees
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Spotters provide critical details on what’s
happening at ground level.

hris Gullikson WWW.FSHUNTER.COM
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Spotter reports...

. verify/confirm the need for a warning
... verify storm impacts on the ground
. help NWS warn people in the next county
. help NWS calibrate our radar tools
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SPOTTER |

WHAT HAPPENS TO
YOUR REPORT?

1 WARNING POINT

PN - E-:-;::ii"::
SEVERE THUNDERSTORM WARNING
TORNADO WARNING
SEVERE WEATHER STATEMENT

LOCAL STORM REPORT

;AW Official NWS Historical Database
STORM DATA
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Spotter Safety Review

A Spotting can be dangerous!

A Hazards include
| Storm chasers
I Other traffic
I Flash flooding
I Lightning
I Winds
I Hall

I Tornadoes
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Lightning Safety

A Lightning is the "2 leading
weather Kkiller for the general
public

" A Lightning is theNUMBER 1

weather hazard for spotters
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Lightning Safety Tips
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poor lightning target




@ g_g NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE
Flash Floods

A Kill more people than any other
weather hazard

‘A Spotting will frequently take you t

.4 easlly flooded side roads

% A If your vehicle stalls in high water
o Ieave |t'XSeak highern gmund

I Many floods happen at night
I Floods are harder to recognize
I¢;, wb !"wh] b52 5hbob
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Flash Floods

o Do You Really Know ?
| How Deep the Water is?

~ 12 inches of fast-moving watercan © = /

" carry away a small car. '~/ WHEN
// FLOODED

TURN AROUND

DON'T

DROWN

™,
W
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18-24 inches of fast-moving water can
carry away most large SUVs, vans and trucks.

6 inches of fast-meving water can
knock over and carry away an adult.
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Hail Safety Tips

A Substantial structures offer the bes
protection

5 | A Your spotting vehicle offersome
protection for hail smaller than

= 1= =| golfball size (unless strong winds ¢

; . ;LOW bbWN!
e present)

l I Cortoay of Ol Maste Lapiurts

Ease off the gas pedal A

Do not slam on the brakes [Ofee

Pull over when encountering halil

Keep blankets in your car for
Avoid overcorrecting eTh . .
. protection If glass breaks!
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Downburst Wind Safety Ti
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/ Stay indoors away from windows.
I I N E WI N D / Avoid trees, power lines, and objects that could blow around.
/ If driving, slow down and keep two hands on the wheel.
V Waitch for low visibility (dust, heavy rain, etc.).
V Betteryet, PULL OVER away from trees, power lines

structures that can produce flying debris.
V If possible, point vehicle INTO the wind (lowest profile
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Tornado Safety

A Spotters in open rural areas may be
able to drive away from an
approaching tornado

ALT e2dz OlFlyQliu I @2.
tornado, seek shelter in the
basement or strongest interior room
In center of a sturdy building

pampa, Tx 6/95 (Todd Lindley) A If none are available, seek shelter in
a ditch, culvert or other low area

A Cover your head and neck
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Overpasses are not safe
shelter!!

AOn May & 1999 at least 2
people were killed by taking
shelter under overpasses

A Your best bet is to pay
attention to information on
storm position

Track of Newcastle Tornado

along +44 A These deaths were
LINB OS vy i ¢ cHadsiX
die this way!!



