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²Ƙŀǘ ²ŜΩƭƭ /ƻǾŜǊ 

ÅReview ς why are you so important to us? 

ÅSKYWARN Spotter Safety Review 

ÅThunderstorm Life Cycle/Structure 
ïEvaluation of features 

ÅNight Spotting 

ÅSuggested Training Resources 

ÅCommunicating with us 

1/11/2018 NWS Columbia, SC 2 



You Are Important! 



You Are Important! 
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Spotter Safety Review  

ÅSpotting can be dangerous! 

ÅHazards include 
ïStorm chasers 

ïOther traffic 

ïFlash flooding 

ïLightning 

ïWinds 

ïHail 

ïTornadoes 
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Lightning Safety 

ÅLightning is the 2nd leading 
weather killer for the general 
public 

ÅLightning is the NUMBER 1 
weather hazard for spotters 
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Lightning Safety Tips 
Å[ƛƎƘǘƴƛƴƎ ǘŜƴŘǎ ǘƻ ǎǘǊƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǘŀƭƭŜǎǘ ƻōƧŜŎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΧƳŀƪŜ 
ǎǳǊŜ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ȅƻǳΗ 

ïRemain in your spotting vehicle whenever possible 

ÅLŦ ȅƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ Ǝƻ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜΧŎǊƻǳŎƘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀ 
poor lightning target 
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Flash Floods 

ÅKill more people than any other 
weather hazard 
ÅSpotting will frequently take you to 

easily flooded side roads 
ÅIf your vehicle stalls in high water 

leave it! ΧSeek higher ground 
ÅBe especially careful at night 
ïMany floods happen at night 
ïFloods are harder to recognize 
ï¢¦wb !wh¦b5Σ 5hbΩ¢ 5wh²bΗ 



Flash Floods 

 



Hail Safety Tips 

ÅSubstantial structures offer the best 
protection 

ÅYour spotting vehicle offers some 
protection for hail smaller than 
golfball size (unless strong winds are 
present) 

ÅPull over when encountering hail 

ÅKeep blankets in your car for 
protection if glass breaks! 



Downburst Wind Safety Tips 
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V Watch for low visibility (dust, heavy rain, etc.). 
V Better yet, PULL OVER away from trees, power lines, 
        structures that can produce flying debris. 
V If possible, point vehicle INTO the wind (lowest profile) 



Tornado Safety 
ÅSpotters in open rural areas may be 

able to drive away from an 
approaching tornado 
ïThis does not apply to urban 

spotters, spotters in low visibility 
areas, or the general public! 

ïDetermine storm movement, drive 
away at RIGHT ANGLES 

ÅLŦ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŀǾƻƛŘ ŀƴ ƻƴŎƻƳƛƴƎ 
tornado, seek shelter in the 
basement or strongest interior room 
in center of a sturdy building  

Å If none are available, seek shelter in 
a ditch, culvert or other low area 

ÅCover your head and neck 
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Overpasses are not safe 
shelter!! 

ÅOn May 3rd  1999 at least 2 
people were killed by taking 
shelter under overpasses 

ÅYour best bet is to pay 
attention to information on 
storm position 

ÅThese  deaths were 
ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘŀōƭŜΧno one had to 
die this way!! 

15 

Track of Newcastle Tornado 

along I-44 


